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THERE ARE MORE €100 BANKNOTES IN CIRCULATION THAN  
€10 BANKNOTES

The €100 and €200 banknotes are widely used, both as a means of payment and as a store of value.  
At the end of June 2018, there were 2.7 billion €100 banknotes in circulation (accounting for 13% of  
all euro banknotes in circulation) as against 2.5 billion €10 banknotes (accounting for about 12% of the 
total number). In terms of value, the €100 is the second most important denomination after the €50, 
covering almost a quarter (23%) of the value of all euro banknotes in circulation. In comparison, €200 
banknotes account for 1% of the number of euro banknotes in circulation and 4% of the total value.
 

SUITABLE FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED PEOPLE 
  
When designing the Europa series, the ECB worked closely with visually impaired people to develop 
banknotes with features that can be helpful for people with poor vision.  The new notes feature large  
value numerals in a bolder design with more contrasting shades to make the banknotes easier to identify 
by colour.  There are also tactile marks near the edges of the banknotes that are different for each  
denomination. 
 

TRUST IN EURO BANKNOTES 
 
Euro banknotes continue to be a trusted, secure means of payment.  The number of counterfeits remains 
very low (301,000 pieces removed from circulation during the first half of 2018) compared with the 
steadily rising number of genuine banknotes in circulation (over 21 billion).  The ECB, together with the 
national central banks of the Eurosystem, will continue to ensure that euro banknotes remain a valuable 
and valued means of payment in the euro area and beyond. It is essential that everyone who uses  
euro banknotes can go on doing so with complete confidence.  That is why the Europa series has been 
introduced. 
 
Euro banknote counterfeiting remained low in first half of 2018  
www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2018/html/ecb.pr180727.en.html










