
 
 

Article 68 – Law 633 of 22/4/1941 as amended 
 
 
 

1. Individual works or passages thereof may be freely reproduced for the personal use 
of readers, manually or with means of reproduction that are not suitable for the sale 
or dissemination of the works to the public. 
 
2. Photocopies of works existing in libraries open to the public or in school libraries, 
in public museums or in public archives may be made by the aforesaid bodies for 
their own services, without any economic or commercial, direct or indirect 
advantage. 
 
3. Without prejudice to the prohibition on the reproduction of musical scores, the 
reproduction of original works is allowed, for personal use, by photocopy, 
xerocopy or similar systems, within the limit of fifteen per cent of individual 
volumes or issues of periodicals, not counting pages with advertising. 
 
4. The persons in charge of reproduction facilities or centres that use photocopy or 
xerocopy equipment or similar reproduction systems as part of their own activities or 
place them at the disposal of third parties, including free of charge, shall pay a fee to 
the authors and publishers of the original works published in print that are 
reproduced by means of such equipment for the purposes provided for in paragraph 
3.  
The amount of said fee and the procedures for its collection and distribution shall be 
determined in accordance with the provisions of Article 181-ter of this law. Unless 
otherwise agreed between the SIAE [the Italian Society of Authors and Publishers] 
and the professional associations involved, such fee shall not be less, per page 
reproduced, than the average price per page recorded each year by ISTAT [National 
Statistics Institute]. 
 
5. Reproductions for personal use of works existing in public libraries, made within 
these same using the means mentioned under paragraph 3, may be freely made within 
the limits laid down under said paragraph 3, on payment of a flat fee to the entitled 
parties mentioned in Article 181-ter, paragraph 2, such fee being determined in 
accordance with the second sentence of said Article 181-ter, paragraph 1. Such fee 
shall be paid yearly directly by the libraries, for an amount not in excess of revenues 
collected for this service; this shall not entail any additional charges for the state or 
the libraries’ controlling organisations. The limits laid down in paragraph 3 shall not 
apply to works not included in publishers’ catalogues and to works that are rare, 
inasmuch as they are difficult to find on the market. 
 
6. The sale to the public of the copies provided for under the above paragraphs and, 
in general, any utilisation in competition with authors’ entitlement to economic 
utilisation are prohibited. 

 




